
Washington Employer Support for 
Student Success



OVERVIEW

Business support for education has always 
been essential for Washington.  We are 
asking you to join our effort to spread the 
word about important changes taking 
place in our schools this summer.

For our students to remain competitive in 
the global economy, they must be better 
prepared. To that end, the state has 
adopted new, more challenging academic 
standards designed to help students get 
ready for both college and career. This 
spring Washington state schools began 
administering new standards and Smarter 
Balanced assessments that help assess 
progress and ensure student growth.

Given that the standards are new and more 
challenging, the state anticipates scores on 
the new tests to be lower than on previous 
assessments. This is to be expected and is 
consistent with past experience when 
standards have been raised. This may 
cause some people to push districts and 
the state to lower the bar.  

It’s critical that Washington’s employers 
speak out about the importance of 
maintaining commitment to these 
important new standards, assessments —
and our students.

This summer, we need your help to make 
sure Washingtonians better understand 
how the system works, what to expect, and 
why it’s so important. 

Opportunity Washington and Ready 
Washington have partnered to provide you 
with tools to let your employees and 
members know about the facts and 
important changes in Washington’s 
education system. We hope you use some or 
all of these tools to share the importance of 
the new standards and our state’s education 
system commitment to them.  

We’re happy to provide additional 
information and answer questions you may 
have. 



WASHINGTON LEARNING 
STANDARDS

Washington State K–12 Learning 
Standards provide clear, consistent 
guidelines for what every student should 
know and be able to do in math and 
English Language Arts from kindergarten 
through 12th grade. 

These comprehensive standards require 
deeper levels of learning than previous 
years and are designed to prepare 
students to succeed in college and career.

The standards focus on helping students 
gain a deep understanding of concept and 
find application in real life. 

What’s at stake? By the end of this decade, 
70% of Washington jobs will require 
postsecondary education.  Washington 
needs a K-12 system rooted in career and 
college ready education standards to get 
students there. 

Learn more

http://www.readywa.org/common-core

http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct

http://www.readywa.org/common-core
http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/default.aspx


MEASURING STUDENT SUCCESS

Washington schools began administering 
The Smarter Balanced assessments this 
spring as a way to measure student 
progress. The test are aligned to 
Washington K-12 Learning Standards and 
help teachers make adjustments and 
interventions to help ensure students are 
on the pathway to success. The 
assessments are administered annually in 
grades 3 – 8 and 11 for English Language 
Arts and Math. 

Test results provide students, parents, and
teachers with insight into individual student 
progress and growth early enough to 
address issues and provide extra support 
where needed.

Learn more

http://www.readywa.org/smarter-balanced

Video: What are Smarter Balanced Assessments?

http://www.readywa.org/smarter-balanced
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5kFGqmYXbEs


HOW EMPLOYERS CAN HELP

 Talking points

 Social posts

Member Newsletter/Email

 Resources 

We encourage you to use the 
provided tools to help share 
information about Washington 
K-12 Learning Standards and 
Smarter Balanced assessments 
with your colleagues, 
community, and employees. 



TALKING POINTS

A PREPARED AND EDUCATED 
WORKFORCE IS CRITICAL TO THE 
STRENGTH OF OUR COMMUNITY AND 
OUR STATE.

The world is changing
Washington K-12 Learning Standards help 
students be better prepared for 21st

century jobs that require critical-thinking 
and problem-solving skills.  By the end of 
this decade, 70% of Washington jobs will 
require postsecondary education.

The standards help ensure Washington 
students will be ready for these 
opportunities and are able to compete 
with peers across the country and around 
the world.

Supporting progress
Smarter Balanced assessments let 
students, teachers, and parents know 
where students are in their learning —and 
how to assist them on the path to college-
and career-readiness.

Raising expectations
The implementation of the standards in 
Washington schools has shown students 
can rise to the challenge of higher levels of 
learning than they have in the past.  The 
raised expectations will help prepare 
students to take full advantage of 
rewarding, knowledge-based, 21stcentury 
opportunities here in Washington.



Please consider sharing the following posts on your social channels this summer. 

We applaud students, teachers, and schools who are reaching 
higher through K-12 standards. #waedu http://www.readywa.org/

We support college- and career-ready goals and standards for 
every K-12 student in Washington state. http://www.readywa.org/

Less memorization, more application. See how WA schools are 
making the most of #CCSS #waedu http://www.readywa.org/

SOCIAL POSTS

Today’s students are entering a globally competitive world 
requiring more skills and knowledge than ever before. It's our job to 
make sure they're ready. Washington K-12 Learning Standards are 
a step in the right direction. http://www.readywa.org/

The path to our kids' big dreams starts with high learning 
expectations. See how Washington State K-12 Learning Standards 
and Smarter Balanced assessments are preparing our kids for 
college and career: http://www.readywa.org/

http://www.readywa.org/
http://www.readywa.org/
http://www.readywa.org/
http://www.readywa.org/
http://www.readywa.org/


Please consider including this information in your next newsletter or email distribution
to show your support for the hard work our educators, students, and parents are doing 
to better prepare all Washington students for college and career. Below is a 200-word 
sample message you can share.

We wanted to make sure that all of you were aware of the excellent work 
underway in Washington schools. In our community and across Washington 
state, teachers and administrators are working to better prepare our students 
for life after high school, whether that’s starting college or a career. 

Students took the assessments for the first time this spring. The results are set 
to come out this summer. OSPI anticipates scores on the new tests to be lower 
than on previous assessments. This is to be expected and is consistent with past 
experience when standards have been raised. 

These tougher standards and accompanying assessments hold great promise 
for creating a more highly skilled workforce and for giving Washington students, 
our community, and the state a sound foundation on which to build a strong 
economic future. 

The expectations and demands on students are higher, but we believe the result 
will be better student preparation for college and the workplace. Our 
organization supports this development. 

If you’d like to learn more, we encourage you to visit readywa.org.

MEMBER NEWSLETTER/EMAIL
WORDS



Please consider including this information in your next newsletter or email distribution
to show your support for the hard work our educators, students, and parents are doing 
to better prepare all Washington students for college and career. Below is a sample 100-
word message you can share.

We wanted to make sure that all of you were aware of the excellent work 
underway in Washington schools. In our community and across Washington 
state, teachers and administrators are working to better prepare our students 
for life after high school, whether that’s starting college or a career. 

We believe Washington K-12 Learning standards and accompanying Smarter 
Balanced assessments hold great promise for creating a more highly skilled 
workforce and for giving Washington students, our community, and the state a 
sound foundation on which to build a strong economic future. 

Our organization supports this development. If you’d like to learn more, we 
encourage you to visit readywa.org.

MEMBER NEWSLETTER/EMAIL
WORDS



RESOURCES

Learn more and share these 
resources about Washington 
K-12 Learning Standards and 
Smarter Balanced assessments.

 readywa.org 

 k12.wa.us

 smarterbalanced.org

 achievethecore.org

 opportunitywa.org/achieve

http://www.readywa.org/
http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/default.aspx
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://achievethecore.org/
http://opportunitywa.org/#achieve

